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A Film Review
3A 26 Fung Sze Hang

‘What is the meaning of life?’ A vast quantity of inquiries have been brought up by
this controversial question. Not a single answer has as yet managed to provide the model
answer. Just now, there is a movie which may point you to an innovating perspective to this
question. Soul is an animation which was released in 2020, produced by Pixar. In 2021, it
triumphantly won the Oscar for Best Animated Feature at the 93rd Academy Award.

Soul features a passionate jazz pianist named Joe who treats music as the meaning of
his life. He insists on becoming a prestigious musician like his father did. On one occasion,
he gets a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to achieve his dream. On that day, he falls into a
manhole abruptly which leads to a void called the ‘Great Beyond’, a place where unborn
souls stay.

Joe becomes the mentor of the soul, 22. He is destined to help her find her ‘sparks’.
For certain, Joe is unwilling to stay there and all he wants is to get back to the Earth. On the
other hand, 22 has been repudiating to become a human. She feels perplexed with life.

Through talking with Joe for a few times, 22 decides to help Joe return to the Earth.
Joe eventually returns to the Earth but accidentally carries 22 with him. To make things
even more complicated, 22 enters the body of Joe and Joe becomes a cat.

With the time living as a human, 22 notices that the world is attractive and that
subverts all her stereotypes. The pizzas, leaves, busker singing or even the capability to walk
comprise her desire to be alive. Ultimately, she finds her 'sparks'.

The messages that Soul conveys have inspired me a lot. From the day Joe was born, he
has spent all the time chasing after his dream. Nonetheless, he neglects the fundamental,
indispensable details around him. Conversely, despite not having the high hope as Joe does,
22 just does the little things and makes herself totally alive.

‘Spark’ is not destined before one is born. It is comprised of all teeny tiny things that
happen in daily life. | feel related to 22 for some reasons. People always overly emphasize
the importance of achievements, results instead of paying attention to progress. Daily little
things undoubtedly surround us routinely, why do we have to treat them negligibly? They
are part of our life! If we overly focus on pursuing dreams, we will miss a lot of things
momentarily.

On the whole, Soul impresses me indeed. The way it brings out the messages is
comprehensible. Different age groups can have resonance for the movie. It proves that
cartoons are not for children only. If you are feeling lost at this moment, | highly recommend
you to find your way through Soul and you will get a whole different perspective.
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