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[ Form 1 - 3 Language Arts]
Mr. David Tyne

During the past few years, | have had the great pleasure in teaching Language Arts for Form One
to Three. During this time, | have been given the freedom to help to develop these three courses. | felt it
important that students have a better opportunity to practice their English skills in an environment that is
outside of their usual classroom studies. We have endeavoured to design programs that are engaging,
fun and, above all, useful to their needs.

For our Form One students, a comprehensive series of task-based activities were created as an
introduction to poetry. Topics covered included rhyming schemes, haikus and similes. Students enjoyed
writing and then presenting their own compositions as part of their Language Arts speaking test. They
also had the opportunity to interact with staff through a ‘Reading to Teachers’ task. This gave students
the chance to practice their English skills with a wide range of people. This introduction to Language Arts
will lead into a second term that will build on this knowledge through story telling.

This year, Form Two students have worked on developing dialogues for a variety of situations.
It helps them develop their communication skills in English as well as offering a taste of the kind of
discussions they will participate in during their progress through upper school. Particular attention is
made to the setting of each dialogue; such as different places in the school or locations outside. This
approach allows the students to think about what they will say to each other if, for example, they are in a
café, library or train station. The environment contributes to their ideas.

When students enter Form Three, we return to the subject of poetry and song during the first term.
They are ready and confident enough to produce their own original works through an introduction to such
techniques as alliteration, repetition and metaphor. Students are expected to produce original works as
part of their speaking tests and also be able to answer a range of questions about their compositions.
In the final term, the focus is switched to giving individual presentations on a variety of subjects such as
advertising and apps design. They particularly enjoy creating their own logos based on their initials and
then talking about how they developed their final ideas.

These programs give our students an opportunity to take English out of the textbook and use it for
, ;something that is both real and practical to them.
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